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affect the pretentions of other officers in the army \\e took this opportuniu
of agreeing to it, but Major Pophani being in a different predicament,
and as we did not conceive that a bare promotion of him to the brevet
rank of lieutenant colonel was a sufficient recompence for the extraordinary
services which he had rendered, we published our intention, and accord-
ingly beg leave to recommend to you in the strongest terms the particular
pretension of Major William Popham, and to point out to your notice
his great merit as an officer, requesting that you will be pleased to do him
the honor to submit these circumstances to the gracious attention of His
Majesty in whose service he has long borne a commission, and to
solicit such mark of favor from the Throne as it may be thought fit to
confer upon him."
35.    We are happy to assure \ou that the conduct of Colonel Pophani
has continued to deserve that high approbation which we have now more
immediately recalled  to your recollection,  and we  trust  that  merit so
conspicuous as his has been will  meet with every attention and favor
from you.
36.    Colonel Elliott has served in your army for twenty two years, and
during the whole of that long period has distinguished himself as an able,
active and good officer.   His conduct  in  the Carnatic, where he com-
manded for some time the whole artillery attached to the Grand Army,
procured the entire approbation and well-earned applause of your late
Commander in Chief Sir Eyre Coote; we cannot therefore but feel our-
selves  particularly  interested  in  requesting  every  favorable  indulgence
that you can bestow upon him, and none, we believe, can be more grate-
ful than a restoration to his rank in your service when the case of his
relinquishing it is removed.   His absence we cannot but consider as a
loss to this establishment.
37.    The  liberality both  in  the  mode  and  expression  of  Captain
Bruce's application to resign your service has afforded us an opportunity
of  recommending   to  your  particular   consideration   a   revision   of   the
orders upon this subject, not only in his favor who avows openly his pur-
pose but justifies it upon the plea of past services and upon the precedent
of such indulgence being common in every other military service, but also
for the restriction to be generally withdrawn and for some encourage-
ment to be held out inviting officers to a temporary retirement from the
service until such time as the establishment shall be reduced to its proper
compliment.
38.    This latter mode we  are  not earnest  in  recommending as  a
necessary alleviation of the necessities of Government as well as a point
of retrenchment and as inducements to obtain your compliance to the
former.   Though we acknowledge that some provision is most requisite
to check the plea too lightly alledged and too easily attested by surgeons
of the ill health of officers requiring leave to proceed to Europe for a
time, we are much concerned to observe that the obligation at present
imposed has operated in a manner to defeat the real purpose of it from
the natural apprehension which every man of principle will feel for his
character,  and consequent disinclinations  which  he will  shew  to  take